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            What is accreditation?

      
  
      
            Accreditation is a voluntary system of self-regulation, carried out by peer-review,  in which an institution or program is assessed against a set of standards.


Benefits of Accreditation


	Represents the highest form of accreditation a university can achieve and communicates the value of Western's degrees and certificates to stakeholders, employers and the public.
	Permits Western students to receive federal financial aid. 
	Facilitates transfer between institutions. 
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            National Accreditation

      
  
      
            Western Washington University is a member institution with the Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities (NWCCU). Western Washington University’s accreditation status is Accreditation Reaffirmed. The NWCCU’s most recent action on the institution’s accreditation status was the acceptance of its Policies, Regulations, and Finances Review (PRFR) in July 2023. Western Washington University’s next evaluation will be a review of its Evaluation of Institutional Effectiveness (EIE) and site visit for reaffirmation of accreditation on April 10th, 11th, and 12th, 2024.  Western Washington University has been continuously accredited since 1921.


NWCCU is an institutional accrediting agency recognized by the U.S. Secretary of Education and the Council for Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA). NWCCU accredits institutions as a whole, not individual degree programs. Western Washington University does offer some degrees that require accreditation by a specific professional association. A list of those degrees and their accrediting agencies can be found on the Specialized Program Accreditation page.


All questions about institutional accreditation issues should be directed to Western Washington University’s accreditation liaison officer:


 


Dr. Jack Herring


Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs


jackherring@wwu.edu


360-650-4900


 


      
  


  
          
  
    
          
      


    

  

  
    
      
      
  
    
      
  


    

  


  





      

      



  
      
              
                      
                                        
      

      
            Contact Us

      
  
      
            Jack Herring
Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs


360-650-4900
herrinj4@wwu.edu


      
  


    

  
                          

            
                          

            
                                        
      

      
  
  
      
            Mailing Address


Western Washington University

516 High Street - MS 9033

Bellingham, WA 98225


Campus Map


      
  


    

  
                          

            
                          

                  
                    
          
              
                  Tribal Lands Statement

                  
                      Western Washington University's main campus is situated on the ancestral homelands of the Coast Salish Peoples, who have lived in the Salish Sea basin, all throughout the San Juan Islands and the North Cascades watershed from time immemorial. We express our deepest respect and gratitude to our Indigenous neighbors, for their enduring care and protection of our shared lands and waterways.
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