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This cycle, the WWU-AUAP created a new award opportunity for all AUAP students: the Global Awareness Award (GAA). 
The purpose of this award is to recognize students who make an extra effort to improve their global awareness and 
intercultural understanding during the AUAP. Students receive the award if they complete a variety of challenging activities, 
such as volunteering, attending WWU classes, leading Japan Night activities, attending cultural events, and giving a cultural 
presentation. All of these activities are above and beyond what students are required to do for their regular AUAP classes. 
Two students, Sho Shimamura and Ai Maekawa, chose to accept the challenge and pursue this award. 
 
In pursuing the Global Awareness Award, both Sho and Ai have had the opportunity to try many new things. Sho’s favorite 
activity was volunteering. He taught origami to children and participated in Earth Day activities with other WWU students. 
Ai also enjoyed teaching origami to children, though it was a challenge for her because the children spoke English very fast 
and it was difficult to explain instructions to them. These volunteer experiences were a great chance for Sho and Ai to 
challenge their English ability while interacting with different kinds of people. 
 
One of Ai’s greatest accomplishments was creating a presentation on Japanese Summer Festivals. Sho and Ai created a 
beautiful and thoughtful PowerPoint presentation, and presented it in front of American students and faculty at the Japan 
Week symposium. Sho said that his greatest accomplishment was participating in Japan Night. He cooked Japanese food and 
played kendo with Americans. He said it was difficult to explain kendo because he had to think of simple ways to explain the 
game.  
 
One of the most unique requirements of the GAA is the interview with international students. Sho and Ai each developed 
questions to ask other international students. They interviewed students from Korea, Spain, England, the Netherlands, 
Sweden, and Austria. They enjoyed learning about other cultures through these interviews.  
 
Both Sho and Ai agree that pursuing the GAA was a good choice. Sho said that the award challenged him to participate in 
many activities, make new friends, speak in English, and learn about other cultures. Ai also enjoyed experiencing activities 
that she wouldn’t have participated in if she hadn’t been working towards the GAA.  
 
With just a few weeks of AUAP remaining, it looks like Sho and Ai will complete all of the requirements for the GAA and 
receive the award. Great job! 


