M.Ed. in Environmental Education
Thesis/Field Project
Choosing between a thesis or field project


A thesis is a research effort that involves original research. You pose a research question and address the question with a rigorous research methodology appropriate to it. The aim of the thesis is to contribute to knowledge and gain the experience of doing original research.

A field project, on the other hand, is the application of the theory and methodology of the field of environmental education to achievement of specific applied goals and objectives. It should involve actually work in the field which may take many forms.

You should ask yourself the following questions about a field project:

What do I wish to learn in doing this project that complements the other learning I am doing in this program?

What will be the goals of the project? What alternative paths might be taken to achieve these goals?

What process will I follow in doing the project? What will be the steps in the process, and what do I estimate each step will take in terms of time and other resources?

What help will I need to do the project, and who might provide it?
What resources for the project are available, and how may I gain access to them?

How will in report on the project? How do I wish to structure the final report that will be bound and deposited in Wilson Library and other appropriate places?

How do I get started on a field project?
1) Describe the project in writing and discuss it with your adviser.

2). Refine the proposal, choose your committee, and recruit them.

3) Set up a system to build project resources. I suggest the chapter folder approach. Develop bibliography.

4) Carve the project down, in consultation with your adviser, to something that can be completed in two quarters (6 months). Set deadlines for yourself and keep to them. Have a workplan!
5) Give yourself plenty of time for feedback on drafts of your project report from your adviser and other members of your committee. Establish a schedule for these drafts to be submitted and reviewed.
What follows is a suggested outline for the field project report. It is only a guideline and can and should be modified in consultation with your adviser and committee. This is a formal report that should be to a very high professional standard.

Outline of Field Project Report

Introduction


Here you should give the reader an overview of what the field project is about. The best time to write the introduction is after you have written virtually everything else in the report. In a thesis you would start with an abstract, but in the less formal field project an introduction seems more appropriate. This should be relatively brief.

Goals of the Project


What is the intended outcome of the project? What will it add to the world of environmental education? What are the specific goals and objectives to which the project is directed?
Methods

How have you addressed the goals? How have you carried out the project? You may have done extensive library research. If so, how did you structure that research? How did you focus your search in the vast resources of libraries, which includes on-line sources? You may have interviewed people. If so, how did you choose the people to interview and how did you decide on what questions to ask them. And what were the questions? If you collect information and then analyze it, how did you structure the analysis? You may have analyzed information on the way to constructing a unit or lessons or to designing a curriculum or a facility or some parts thereof. How did you structure the analysis? How did you break down the information in your search for insight into your project? The intent of this section of your report is to explain to the reader as thoroughly as possible how you went about doing the project.

Review of literature


You want to know how original your project idea is, and you want to scour the literature to learn everything you can that will help you pursue your idea. One purpose of the lit review is to determine whether your project has been done before. You may find that it has, in which case you will improve upon, modify, or replicate the earlier project. You may find that it has not, and that adds to your rationale for doing the project you have conceived, for you are plowing new ground. Another purpose of the literature review is to find all the information that is out there that might help you develop your project. If you find that the literature is vast, you should choose three facets of that literature upon which to focus, those facets most directly relevant to the work you are doing. The literature will provide insight you can apply, and rationales you can use to justify the particular approach you have taken.
Description of the Project


Here you present the project itself. This is the core of your report, and the essence of the work you are doing. Ideally this section might stand alone after you have completed your Masters, perhaps as a publication. Thus if you have written a children’s book or designed a curriculum, you would present it here in its entirety. In the former case your literature review would reveal where your book fits into the constellation of children’s literature on the subject you are writing about. In the latter, you would write up the curriculum or curriculum unit so that a teacher could use it in the EE setting, the classroom, or wherever you intend it to be used. The structure of this section will vary with the type of project undertaken, and you should consult with your adviser on structuring this subsection of the overall report.
Suggestions for Further Study


In almost every case, the process of arriving at the project has narrowed the focus of the Masters student to some part of a bigger project which was envisioned but which was beyond the scope of Masters work. Here you might describe for the generations of students who come after you the grand scheme into which your work fits. If, for instance, you want to develop a curriculum about the life of northwest rivers, you decide for your project that you can only focus on the invertebrates, or on the fish, or on some aspect of the human use of the river. In this section you might describe what else should be done to offer a curriculum of adequate scope on the subject of life of northwest rivers. Think what you would like to have a project report reveal to you as a student looking for a project. What would you need to build on?
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Appendices


If there is material that you do not want to embed in the body of the report but which you think is essential for the reader to have, put it here. The possibilities are vast, but be very discriminating. Whatever is here must clearly relate and support what is in the body of the report. An example might be a list of resources that a teacher should know about to adapt your project to his or her situation.
In writing up your report, use the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association in its latest edition. You may be asked to purchase a concise version of this manual.
