Honors Program Retention & Graduation Rates
Contribution of Honors to Retention and Graduation Rates
The outcome data on students in our Honors Program is very favorable. Briefly:
· Retention rates are higher for Honors students.
· Retention rates are higher for Honors students than for Honors-qualified students.
· Honors students graduate more quickly than regular and Honors-qualified students. 
· Honors students are more likely to be non-resident students. 
Some of the differences between Honors and Honors-qualified students are quite small. Retention rates, for instance, are very similar for both groups. However, the results in each case are very good. This confirms other data we have about retention and graduation rates for high academic-index students, suggesting that any effort which improves our yield of high AI students serves the University. 
Some of the differences between the outcomes for Honors and Honors-qualified students are large. Honors students, for instance, are much more likely to graduate in four years. This, too, is to the great benefit of the University. The following tables describe these benefits more fully. 
	One-Year Retention of Fall 2007 Freshman Cohort

	(Full-Time Students)
	Entered Fall 2007
	Retained to Fall 2008
	% Retained

	All Students
	2,572
	2,150
	83.6%

	Honors Students*
	90
	87
	96.7%

	Non Honors
	2,482
	2,063
	83.1%

	Honors-Qualified**
	126
	116
	92.1%


	6-year Graduation Rate of Fall 2002 Freshman Cohort

	(Full-Time Students)
	Entered Fall 2002
	Graduated by 
Spring 2008
	% Graduated within 6 Years

	All Students
	2,216
	1,521
	68.6%

	Honors Students*
	79
	64
	81.0%

	Non Honors
	2,137
	1,457
	68.2%

	Honors-Qualified** 
	163
	131
	80.4%


	4-year Graduation Rate of Fall 2004 Freshman Cohort

	(Full-Time Students)
	Entered Fall 2004
	Graduated by Spring 2008
	% Graduated within 4 Years

	All Students
	2,425
	875
	36.1%

	Honors Students*
	86
	54
	62.8%

	Non Honors
	2,339
	821
	35.1%

	Honors-Qualified** 
	183
	84
	45.9%


Academic Departments Served by Honors

Honors students select a wide variety of majors and are distributed throughout all of the colleges. Many of the most popular majors are quite rigorous, making the 4-year graduation rates for Honors students particularly noteworthy. 
	Departments with Highest Proportion of Honors Students

	(Fall 2008 Declared majors)
	% Declared Majors who are Honors Students

	Chemistry
	9.6%

	Philosophy
	9.1%

	Biology
	8.3%

	Theatre Arts
	7.6%

	Environmental Sciences
	7.1%

	Economics
	5.3%

	Physics
	4.9%

	Computer Science
	4.9%

	Modern and Classical Languages
	4.9%

	Art
	4.7%

	Geology
	4.4%

	Science Education
	4.3%

	Environmental Studies
	4.1%

	Political Science
	3.5%

	History
	3.5%

	Journalism
	3.1%

	English
	3.1%
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