
from P.L. Fermor's Roumeli, written in 1966: relating the 

conversation he had with a train conductor from Smyrna.  "I hate 

the ancient Greeks. We had to learn all about them at school: 

Plato, Socrates, Pericles, Leonidas, Aristotle, Euripides, 

Homer….what have they got to do with me? Perhaps we descend 

from them, perhaps we don't, what does it matter? And who did 

they descend from? Nobody knows They were Greeks and so are 

we, that's all we know. I come from Smyrna .. and I may be more 

Greek than the Greeks in Athens.. for all I know. Who cares? 

Greece is an idea, that the thing! That's what keeps us together – 

that, and the language and the country and the Church …and 

those old Greeks, our celebrated ancestors, are a nuisance and 

I'll tell you why. They haunt us. We can never be as great as they 

were, nobody can. They make us feel guilty. We can't do anything, 

people think, because of a few old books and temples and lumps of 

marble. And clever foreigners who know all about the ancient 

come here expecting to be surrounded by Apollos and gentlemen 

in helmets and laurel leaves, and what do they see? Me: a small 

dark fat man with a moustache and eyes like boot buttons." 

 

 

 



Some Dates and Vocabulary 

 

"Proto-Greeks" into the Balkans:  2300 BC 

Bronze-Age "Mycenaean Greek" in Linear B Script, 

 texts 1450-1100 BC 

 

 

 

Destruction of Bronze-Age Greek kingdoms, Greece 

enters a "Dark Age", 1100-900 BC 

 

 

 

800-750 BC: Greek Merchants discover and adapt the 

 Phoenician [Semitic] letters [officially adopted in 

 current format 401 BC] 

 

 

 



 

 

700 BC – 300 BC: Great Age of Ancient Greek Literature: 

 Homer 

 Hesiod 

 Greek Lyric Poets 

 Aeschylus, Sophocles, Euripides 

 Herodotus and Thucydides 

 Plato and Aristotle 

 

Spread of Koiné    322 BC – 146 BC 

 

Beginnings of Atticist Movement  

 and Early DIGLOSSIA:      AD  50 

 

Roman Empire becomes Christian: AD 330 

Constantinople fall to the Ottoman Turks: AD 1453 

Greek War of Independence 1821-1830 

Greece enters European Union: 1992 



Ma/noj Xatzida/kij, Ta paidia/ tou Peiraia/ 

 

 

a)p ) to para/quro/ mou ste/lnw e)na du/o kai tri/a kai 

te/ssera filia,/ 

pou fta/noun sto lima/ni e/na kai du/o kai tri/a kai 

te/ssera poulia/. 

Pw/j h)/qela na ei/xa e/na kai du/o kai tri/a kai 

te/ssera paidia/ 

pou san qa megalw/soun o/la qa gi/noun lebe/ntej 

gia xa/rh tou Peiraia/. 

 

/Oso ki an ya/cw, den bri/skw a/llo lima/ni  

trelh/ na m ) e/xei ka/nei, o/so ton Peiraia/ 

pou o/tan bradia/zei, tragou/dia m ) aradia/zei 

kai tij penie/j tou alla/zei, gemi/zei apo/ paidia/. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


