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How many upper division courses among those 
you took this past academic year contained each of 
the following course elements or requirements?

None 1 2 3 4 5 6+

Structured classroom discussions  (n=354) 17% 16% 15% 13% 6% 8% 24%

Structured online discussions  (n=352) 57% 19% 10% 7% 2% 1% 4%

A required substantial essay of five pages or more  
(n=313) 33% 18% 13% 11% 9% 5% 11%

A required library research paper of 5 pages or more  
(n=349) 36% 24% 15% 10% 8% 2% 6%

A required scientific research paper of 5 pages or more 
(n=351) 58% 21% 10% 4% 3% 1% 2%

A required volunteer or service learning project (n=351) 69% 15% 8% 5% 2% 0% 2%

A required group project  (n=355) 23% 21% 19% 12% 9% 5% 10%

A required presentation before the class or others 
(n=353) 25% 18% 18% 11% 8% 3% 17%

Required attendance at a learning event or cultural event 
on campus  (n=319) 62% 16% 13% 3% 2% 1% 2%

A required educational field trip or outing  (n=318) 67% 22% 6% 3% 1% 1% 1%

Course experiences (cont.)
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How important would you say it is for 
students to spend sometime studying in 
another country? (n=443)

Not at all A little Somewhat Very Extremely

9% 16% 34% 25% 17%

Since coming to Western have you ever 
traveled abroad as part of a study abroad or 
foreign exchange program? (n=496)

Yes No

1% 99%

How important would you say each of the 
following has been as part of the reason for not 
studying abroad?  

Not at all A Little Somewhat Very Extremely

Not interested (n=489) 72% 8% 9% 5% 6%

Don't know enough about these programs 
(n=489) 30% 18% 25% 16% 11%

Uncertain about how credits would transfer 
(n=490) 41% 14% 21% 15% 9%

Too expensive (n=487) 15% 7% 14% 27% 38%

Not enough financial aid (n=486) 27% 7% 14% 23% 29%

Lack sufficient fluency in foreign language 
(n=488) 32% 13% 24% 18% 14%

Afraid it would delay my time to degree 
(n=489) 34% 13% 16% 17% 20%

Studying Abroad
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How many times have you consulted with a 
professional advisor from the Academic Advising 
Center over the past academic year?  (n=493)

None Once Twice Three Four Five+ 

48% 25% 16% 7% 2% 2%

How many times over the past academic year have 
you received advising information from the Academic 
Advising Center either by telephone, email, 
newsletter, or some other mechanism?  (n=489)

None Once Twice Three Four Five+ 

46% 12% 21% 11% 3% 8%

How helpful did you find the Academic Advising 
Center as a source of information about options 
available for choice of a major and major declaration 
requirements during this past academic year?  (n=323)

Not at all A little Somewhat Very Extremely

16% 24% 32% 22% 6%

Is there is anything that you wish you could have 
received help with from the Academic Advising 
Center but did not? (n=214)

Yes No

22% 79%

Are you currently declared or considering declaring as 
a general studies major?  Yes; no (n=330) Yes No

4% 96%

How many times have you consulted with the 
University General Studies advisor (Karen Perry) over 
the past academic year?  (n=178)

None Once Twice Three Four Five+ 

89% 6% 5% 0% 0% 1%

How many times over the past academic year have 
you received advising information from the University 
General Studies advisor (Karen Perry) either by 
telephone, email, newsletter, or some other 
mechanism?  (n=177)

None Once Twice Three Four Five+ 

81% 7% 7% 2% 2% 2%

Advising
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How helpful did you find the University General 
Studies advisor (Karen Perry) as a source of 
information about courses and majors during this past 
academic year?  (n=38)

Not at all A little Somewhat Very Extremely

21% 26% 32% 16% 5%

Is there is anything that you wish you could have 
received help with from the University General 
Studies advisor (Karen Perry) but did not?  (n=6)

Yes No

17% 83%

How many times have you consulted with a 
department advisor in your primary area of interest 
over the past academic year?  (n=494)

None Once Twice Three Four Five+ 

16% 20% 21% 16% 8% 19%

How many times over the past academic year have 
you received advising information from an advisor in 
your major department either by telephone, email, 
newsletter, or some other mechanism? (n=494)

None Once Twice Three Four Five+ 

30% 16% 17% 11% 4% 22%

How helpful did you find departmental advising in 
your major as a source of information about courses 
and majors during this past academic year? (n=413)

Not at all A Little Somewhat Very Extremely

6% 21% 33% 28% 11%

Is there is anything that you wish you could have 
received help with from a departmental advisor but 
did not? (n=284)

Yes No

19% 81%

Did you visit the Tutorial and Academic Skills Center 
in Old Main at all this year?  (n=330) Yes No

14% 86%

How would you rate the effectiveness of the Tutorial 
Center staff in helping you with what you needed? 
(n=45)

Very Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent

0% 13% 40% 36% 11%

Advising (cont.)

Tutorial center
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For each item below, please indicate your comfort level with 
your ability in that area.  Not at all A little Somewhat Very Extremely

Writing effectively  (n=493) 2% 2% 21% 52% 23%

Speaking effectively (n=493) 3% 8% 34% 39% 16%

Critically analyzing written information (n=491) 1% 4% 29% 46% 20%

Defining and solving problems (n=491) 0% 4% 29% 48% 19%

Working and/or learning independently (n=492) 0% 2% 13% 48% 36%

Working cooperatively in a group (n=491) 2% 4% 23% 47% 25%

Understanding and applying scientific principles and 
methods (n=489) 3% 11% 37% 36% 13%

Understanding and applying quantitative principles and 
methods (n=490) 6% 12% 37% 32% 12%

Planning, implementing and organizing research (n=489) 3% 8% 31% 42% 16%

Using library resources for research (n=486) 2% 12% 32% 37% 17%

Citing references for research papers, for example, creating a 
bibliography (n=489) 2% 7% 23% 44% 23%

Understanding how to avoid plagiarism in your writing? 
(n=492) 1% 2% 14% 43% 39%

Understanding and appreciating differing 
philosophies/cultures (n=491) 1% 3% 18% 39% 39%

Understanding the interaction of society and the 
environment. (n=490) 1% 4% 22% 41% 32%

Working effectively with technology, especially computers  
(n=490) 1% 5% 28% 40% 26%

Using management/leadership capabilities (n=490) 2% 7% 29% 44% 19%

Understanding organizations and how people behave in 
them (n=327) 1% 6% 34% 37% 21%

Do you have fluency in a language other than English, 
sufficient for reading, writing or interacting with others in a 
foreign country? (n=493)

No 81%

Yes: native language 5%

Yes: other language 14%

Academic Skills and Competencies
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Location of work (n=410) None Off-campus On-campus Both

37% 54% 8% 2%

Weeks worked (n=352) N/A 1-5 6-10 11

30% 8% 29% 34%

Hours per week (n=356) N/A 0-15 16-30 31+

30% 30% 29% 12%

Location of work  (n=410) None Off-Campus On-Campus Both

36% 55% 7% 2%

Weeks worked (n=359) N/A 1-5 6-10 11

29% 7% 30% 34%

Hours per week(n=361) N/A 0-15 16-30 31+

30% 28% 31% 11%

Location of work  (n=413) None Off-Campus On-Campus Both

34% 53% 10% 3%

Weeks worked (n=361) N/A 1-5 6-10 11

27% 6% 33% 34%

Hours per week  (n=366) N/A 0-15 16-30 31+

28% 28% 31% 12%

Work

Spring 2006

For each academic term listed, please indicate the location of your work, the number of weeks 
worked, and the number of hours you typically worked each week.

Fall 2005

Winter 2006
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Please indicate how much time you typically spent engaged in 
each of the following activities each week during the 
academic year.  

None A little Some Quite a bit A great 
deal

Socializing with friends  (n=65) 3% 22% 39% 25% 12%

Student government (n=95) 92% 7% 1% 0% 0%

Recreational television watching (n=94) 25% 35% 30% 11% 0%

Sports, exercise or other recreational activities (n=95) 7% 31% 32% 24% 6%

Recreational internet use and computer/video game playing 
(n=95) 17% 30% 24% 21% 8%

Performing or fine arts activities (n=65) 45% 26% 15% 9% 5%

Reading novels for personal enjoyment (n=94) 27% 30% 27% 14% 3%

Academic, political, ethnic, religious or social clubs (n=94) 61% 20% 12% 7% 0%

Reading the newspaper or other sources of news (n=95) 22% 32% 31% 15% 1%

Watching or listening to information or news programming 
on television or radio (n=94) 29% 31% 25% 15% 1%

Community service, volunteer work or service learning 
projects (n=92) 50% 22% 11% 8% 10%

Participating in organized family activities (recreational, 
religious, dining with family)  (n=94) 34% 30% 18% 13% 5%

Participating in civic activities or political action (n=94) 78% 15% 3% 2% 2%

Activities
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Please tell me how difficult each item has been for you this 
past academic year. Not at all A little Somewhat Very Extremely

Getting access to courses you need for your major (n=102) 28% 21% 32% 13% 6%

Managing your time effectively (n=103) 10% 26% 43% 18% 4%

Getting to class consistently (n=103) 55% 25% 14% 4% 2%

Completing reading and coursework on time (n=103) 24% 37% 30% 6% 3%

Doing well on multiple choice tests (n=103) 41% 26% 25% 5% 3%

Writing papers as part of your coursework (n=103) 31% 27% 37% 4% 1%

Balancing your coursework with social life (n=102) 18% 30% 30% 14% 8%

Balancing your coursework with personal activities (n=67) 12% 42% 22% 16% 8%

Balancing your coursework with family or community 
obligations (n=103) 28% 27% 25% 12% 8%

Academic Difficulties
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How difficult has each of the following personal experiences 
been for you this year? Not at all A little Somewhat Very Extremely

Managing your finances (n=97) 20% 25% 33% 19% 4%

Managing your physical and emotional health (n=97) 20% 22% 43% 11% 4%

Getting the emotional support you need to do well in school 
(n=97) 40% 22% 27% 6% 5%

Dealing with homesickness (n=97) 68% 14% 14% 2% 1%

Managing stress (n=97) 19% 27% 30% 21% 4%

Getting enough sleep (n=97) 19% 23% 35% 18% 6%

Handling the use of alcohol and drugs (n=96) 76% 9% 12% 1% 2%

Fitting in with others at Western (n=97) 46% 22% 23% 7% 2%

Meeting your family’s expectations (n=97) 69% 17% 10% 2% 2%

Meeting the expectations and obligations of your friends or 
peer group (n=97) 62% 19% 14% 4% 1%

Maintaining, forming or ending romantic relationships (n=97) 41% 8% 26% 17% 8%

Being able to maintain your spiritual or religious values 
(n=97) 72% 8% 14% 2% 3%

Personal Difficulties
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During the past academic year, to what extent did any of the 
following interfere with the quality of your educational 
experience?  

Not at all Hardly at 
all A little Somewhat A Lot

Feelings of loneliness (n=99) 36% 14% 25% 16% 8%

Spiritual dilemmas or issues (n=100) 73% 9% 8% 6% 4%

Feeling overwhelmed (n=99) 10% 12% 27% 33% 17%

Uncertainty about the future (n=100) 24% 14% 20% 26% 16%

Financial problems or worries (n=100) 21% 18% 16% 29% 16%

Unfair treatment by professors, instructors or TAs (n=100) 59% 21% 11% 5% 4%

Problems dealing with the administration (e.g., registrar) 
(n=100) 70% 14% 7% 5% 4%

Personal drinking or drug use (n=100) 81% 10% 4% 3% 2%

Drinking or drug use on campus (n=100) 95% 3% 1% 0% 1%

Experiencing a crime or offense against yourself (n=100) 88% 2% 2% 5% 3%

Problem with motivation or study habits (n=100) 21% 16% 40% 13% 10%

Level of work involvement (n=100) 36% 14% 20% 22% 8%

Involvement in Associated Students activities (n=100) 78% 10% 9% 3% 0%

During this past academic year, how many days during a 
typical week would you say you… 0 1-2 3-4 5-6 Almost 

Daily

Got less than 8 hours of sleep? (n=484) 5% 19% 30% 22% 25%

Got at least 30 minutes of planned exercise? (n=481) 19% 30% 28% 10% 13%

Skipped lunch or dinner?(n=480) 28% 26% 28% 9% 9%

Drank too much alcohol or used drugs recreationally? (n=480) 71% 21% 4% 1% 2%

Personal Difficulties (cont.)

Problem Behaviors
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less than $15k 3%

$15-30k 8%

$30-45k 9%

$45-60k 10%

$60-75k 8%

$75-100k 14%

$100-135k 7%

$135-170k 2%

$170-200k 1%

Over $200k 2%

Don't Know 18%

Decline to answer 15%

Which of the following categories best fits the total income of 
those parents who were legally responsible for you this past year?  
(n=477)

Family Income
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Please indicate if you used any of the following services at 
any time in the past academic year. Used

Disability Services (n=91) 10%

Registrar's Office (n=90) 77%

Financial Aid Office (n=92) 58%

Career Services Center (n=90) 20%

Library Collections and Services (n=93) 62%

ATUS (Computer Labs and Help Desk) (n=92) 76%

Writing Center (n=91) 9%

Counseling Center (n=91) 13%

Alcohol, Drug, Sexual Assault Services (n=90) 0%

Student Health and/or Self-Care Center (n=91) 39%

University Residence Halls and Programs (n=91) 23%

Viking Union (n=91) 68%

Ethnic Student Center (n=91) 7%

AS Bookstore (n=92) 88%

Intramurals or Intercollegiate Sports Clubs (n=90) 21%

Student Recreation/Athletic Center (n=90) 57%

Non-Credit Recreational, Fitness and Sports Classes (n=91) 13%

Western Services Used 
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If you used any of the services listed above, please 
indicate your level of satisfaction with that service.

Very 
dissatisfied

Somewhat 
dissatisfied Neither Somewhat 

satisfied
Very 

satisfied

Disability Services (n=9) 0% 0% 0% 33% 67%

Registrar's Office (n=69) 4% 9% 29% 23% 35%

Financial Aid Office (n=53) 4% 13% 9% 40% 34%

Career Services Center (n=18) 6% 0% 17% 39% 39%

Library Collections and Services (n=58) 0% 2% 3% 41% 53%

ATUS (Computer Labs and Help Desk) (n=70) 0% 0% 16% 33% 51%

Writing Center (n=8) 25% 0% 0% 25% 50%

Counseling Center (n=12) 0% 0% 0% 33% 67%

Alcohol, Drug, Sexual Assault Services (n=0) 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Student Health and/or Self-Care Center (n=35) 0% 3% 9% 31% 57%

University Residence Halls and Programs (n=21) 5% 5% 14% 43% 33%

Viking Union (n=62) 0% 3% 13% 35% 48%

Ethnic Student Center (n=6) 17% 0% 0% 50% 33%

AS Bookstore (n=81) 4% 11% 10% 38% 37%

Intramurals or Intercollegiate Sports Clubs (n=19) 0% 0% 5% 42% 53%

Student Recreation/Athletic Center (n=51) 2% 4% 2% 25% 67%

Non-Credit Recreational, Fitness and Sports Classes 
(n=12) 0% 0% 8% 25% 67%

How often this past academic year, if at all, have you 
used the campus library’s facilities—their materials 
and services either online or in person—for 
coursework and not just for study space? (n=329)

Never Rarely Sometimes Often Very often

7% 17% 31% 30% 15%

Do you currently have an Illiad account for 
interlibrary borrowing? (n=328) Yes No

34% 67%

Western Services Used (cont.) 

Library
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Below is a list of statements about the 
student culture at Western. To what extent 
you agree or disagree the statement that 
"Western is a place where… 

1 = 
Strongly 
disagree 

2 3
4  = 

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree 

5 6
7  = 

Strongly 
agree

students are regularly engaged in 
intellectual/academic discussions outside 
the classroom. (n=474)

2% 7% 8% 28% 31% 18% 6%

students are focused on social 
relationships more than academics. 
(n=472)

3% 9% 18% 37% 22% 7% 3%

students are actively engaged in political 
and environmental causes. (n=472) 3% 5% 5% 21% 32% 20% 14%

there is a lot of drinking and pot smoking 
(or other drug use). (n=471) 10% 6% 11% 30% 21% 12% 10%

religion and religious activity play a 
central role in students’ lives. (n=469) 9% 19% 17% 37% 15% 3% 1%

many students have friendships with 
others of different race/ethnicity. (n=473) 3% 5% 5% 24% 22% 23% 17%

students accept others with different 
lifestyles, ability levels and values. (n=473) 2% 3% 4% 14% 26% 29% 21%

How satisfied are you with Western? 
(n=483)

Not at all A Little Somewhat Very Extremely

2% 4% 20% 55% 19%

Perceptions of Western
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On-line version: Thinking of the parent(s) who were legally 
responsible for you when you graduated from high school, what is 
the highest level of education each has completed? Phone version: 
Thinking of the family you lived with the most when you were in 
high school, which of the following is the highest level of education 
of your family's principal breadwinner at that time?

Mother/Step-
Mother (n=326)

Father/Step-
Father (n=325)

Principal 
Breadwinner 

(n=157)

Not Applicable 2% 5% 0%

Less than high school 6% 6% 5%

High school graduate 19% 18% 17%

Some college or post-high school educational training 25% 20% 13%

Community college degree 12% 8% 11%

Bachelor's degree or equivalent 24% 27% 26%

Master's degress or equivalent 11% 10% 23%

Law degree, Medical degree, or PhD 1% 4% 5%

I Prefer Not To Answer 1% 1% 0%

On-line version: Thinking of the parent(s) who were legally 
responsible for you when you graduated from high school, how 
would you classify their occupational status? Phone version: 
Thinking of the family you lived with the most when you were in 
high school, which of the following comes closest to the occupation 
of your family's principal breadwinner at that time?  

Mother/Step-
Mother (n=326)

Father/Step-
Father (n=326)

Principal 
Breadwinner 

(n=157)

Not Applicable 7% 12% 1%

Not engaged in employment for income inside or outside the home 17% 4% 0%

Laborer (e.g., general construction worker, house cleaner, etc.) 9% 6% 6%

Skilled laborer (e.g., auto mechanic, carpenter, hairdresser, etc.) 3% 21% 17%

Service worker (e.g., police, fire, military, childcare, elder care, etc.) 10% 6% 15%

Clerical work or retail sales 13% 3% 5%

Technician or para-professional (e.g., medical, electronics, etc.) 12% 15% 18%

Grade school or high school teacher 10% 2% 9%

College or university teacher 1% 0% 1%

Business executive or accountant 6% 11% 8%

Farm owner/operator 0% 1% 3%

Business owner/entrepreneur 6% 12% 11%

Elected official or government executive 6% 1% 2%

I Prefer Not To Answer 0% 6% 0%

Family Socioeconomic Status

Education

Occupation
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