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1. Brief summary of the group’s activities over the past six months or so.

On October 16, 2008, sixteen representatives (including four students) from our five institutions met in Edmonton prior to the ISSOTL Conference.  We spent the first half of our three-and-half hour meeting reporting on our institutional SoTL agendas involving students (based on an earlier agenda-setting convening at UNLV in fall 2007).  Institutional research projects include several studies at CSULB on the nature of collaboration itself,  ISU’s  focus on learner autonomy, EU’s interest in collaborative curriculum design, NSCC’s video capture of student learning in chemistry, and WWU’s agenda involving first year students’ perceptions, studies of classroom culture and practices, including classroom disturbances,  and effects of the Teaching-Learning Academy’s dialogue forum.  Those individual institutional reports are available on our Student Voices website at http://www.wwu.edu/studentvoices/
We used the second half of the meeting to advance our book with a working title of Co-Inquiry on Teaching and Learning: Listening to Student Voices that has been accepted by Stylus with a publication date of October 2009. The book has 48 contributors! including both students and faculty.  Besides brainstorming a tentativelynew title (Student Voices in the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning: Listening is not enough), we decided on triads for giving responses to chapter drafts using a common Critical Friend response template and agreed on a timeline for chapter submissions and revisions.  Mary Huber and Tony Ciccone from CASTL joined us for the last segment of the meeting. 
Based on the reports and book project discussed at this convening, Patricia Jarvis from ISU will be representing our themed group at the SoTL Learning Commons Conference in Georgia in March.

2.  Brief description of a particularly important event or achievement.
We got a publisher for our book!  Also, ISU co-sponsored an “Innovative Partnerships for Student Learning” conference in September, and WWU co-sponsored the “Festival of Scholarship: Celebrating Collaborative Inquiry” in April 2008.
A note of sadness here: We lost a dear colleague and friend, Leora Baron, who was the SoTL lead at UNLV and an important voice in our themed group until her death this past year.  
3. One or two indications of the impact of your work
We have evidence that doing co-inquiry with students has influenced, changed, and enriched how we do the scholarship of teaching and learning generally.  We also have evidence that this co-inquiry has led to significant institutional change initiatives on our individual campuses, as well as to how we talk about teaching and learning.  Given the acceptance of our book proposal, we have evidence that our work on SoTL co-inquiry with students has contributed to an expanded interest across higher education in the value of inviting students into this study.  Our book will detail the ways in which we think our work has had that impact at our institutions.
