Since our last convening at UNLV in November, 2007, the CSULB student voices group has focused its efforts on two main projects: 
The first, Interdisciplinary Studies students created a senior seminar in spring 2007 culminating in a showcase of research in May 2008. 

The second, a student-faculty collaboration that engaged in the revision/redesign of a senior-level English course with a view to enhancing teaching-specific curricula and pedagogy therein.  Two faculty members from the English department at CSULB (Tina Matuchniak and Jennifer Smith) along with three students Vincent Gutierrez, Jann Harris, and Christine Krumm (all of whom had been past/former students in this course) worked on this project over a period of four months, meeting every two weeks (or so) to accomplish the following:

· set goals and expected outcomes for the collaborative project

· evaluate the existing course, looking for areas of improvement
· (re)design the course with teaching-specific curricular enhancements

The findings from the project were presented at length at the Festival of Scholarship on Teaching and Learning at Western Washington University in April, 2008.  A brief summary of the same is attached below:
College and university faculty usually enter the profession as experts in their own fields of study, but, typically, they have little to no training in the art and profession of teaching.  It is assumed that all that is required to teach at the college/university level is subject matter competence and currency, and as a result, many newly-minted lecturers and professors find themselves ill-equipped to navigate the complexities of designing and delivering a course.  Our project aims to bring together college students interested in the teaching profession and faculty who have some expertise in this area in order to first assess areas of need in the pre-service instruction and professional development of future college/university teachers, followed by the collaborative design of such (appropriate) instruction and development. For the purposes of this project we will be looking at a pre-existing course in the major - English 497 (a course which already contains some content related to the teaching profession) with a view to enhancing teaching-specific curricula and instruction therein.

Our collaboration resulted in course enhancements in the following areas:

· Addition of content specific to the teaching of grammar at the college level

· Inclusion of a multicultural perspective both at the curricular as well as pedagogical level

· Design of a Supplemental Instruction course to provide students with hands-on teaching experience

An unexpected outcome (and bonus) of the project was that the group gained a better understanding about the nature and process of effective collaboration. Specifically, we found that it is important to include in the collaborative process representatives from all relevant stakeholder groups  i.e. students, faculty, and administrators, as the voice and buy in of each is equally important in order to facilitate the actual implementation of enhancements.
Student voices have also been heard in other venues in the University.  The retreat of the Academic Senate last year was entitled “Educating the Digital Generations: Student Success and Academic Technology”.  The keynote speaker was a student Communications major and the break-out groups featurered conversations of students and faculty.   Dr. Terre Allen, Director of the Faculty Center for Professional Development and a member of our Carnegie Leadership team,  was one of the people who promoted the idea for this retreat and helped design the format of the retreat conversations.  This year the Academic Senate retreat is entitled “Community, Sustainibility, and University.”  Posters of student engagement projects will be on display at the retreat venue.
